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“Who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14).

“For such a time as this” is a 

very applicable phrase for  

Cheryl and me at this 

particular time in our lives. You have 

heard us share for the last few years 

about plans for travel and teaching that 

just did not materialize. And yet you 

also heard of our overseas coworkers 

stepping into the resulting uncertainties 

to do what they could to continue the 

training as much as possible without 

our presence. I cannot adequately ex-

press our delight and praise to God for 

His amazing work in those situations! 

Our coworkers took on total teaching 

responsibilities even during the finan-

cial crises in their respective countries’ 

economies—which actually sped up 

the phasing out of our personal teach-

ing presence. With the rest of us, they 

dealt with covid infections and deaths, 

but the hardest struggles for them were 

feeding their families and surviving, as 

markets collapsed and they faced hand-

to-mouth conditions.  These church 

leaders were indeed positioned “for such 

a time as this!”

It is wonderful to know that all 

our efforts to follow the Holy Spirit’s 

leading in assisting these godly men 

to establish training without us is still 

bearing visible fruit to this day. Thank 

you for loving and trusting Jesus to in-

vest in and come alongside these church 

leaders to assist them in establishing 

these training programs. When we first 

presented Tri-M to you more than 25 

years ago, we could not have anticipated 

these current-day events. Yet Tri-M  

Africa and Asia were both able to use 

those 25 years of opportunities to be 

part of this amazing story, before the 

restrictions due to covid. Travel then 

was wide open, and God had put local 

church leaders in place all over West, 

Central, and East Africa who were able 

to rise up and dare to trust Him to use 

nontraditional training methods to 

bring training to those without access! 

MONGOLIA

In Mongolia, Doug and some adjunct 

American teachers have been able to 

use Zoom to join the two Mongolian 

teachers to continue their training 

program. The February Zoom teaching 

actually went better than Doug had 

expected. (He taught an Introduction 

to Biblical Counseling course.) As only 

a “talking head” on the big screen in 

their classroom, it was difficult adjust-

ing to the in-class activities and class 

discussion. (Our Mongolian coworkers 

sat in on the classes to be available to 

monitor and assist the in-class activi-

ties.) The students have adapted to the 

Zoom format for now, and from the 

feedback the students gave, the course 

seemed to have been useful. The stu-
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dents requested that Doug be available 

for future individual e-mail and Zoom 

meetings to advise them as they begin 

discipling others through counseling. 

The leadership also requested adding 

a two-day seminar before or after a 

teaching module for all church leaders 

to attend apart from the regular Tri-M 

training. Whenever travel reopens, 

this plan would introduce more church 

leaders to the appropriate use of Scrip-

ture in counseling settings. This was 

not the first time the Counseling course 

was taught, but it did seem like a major 

growth point in this area within the 

Mongolian church. We are working 

on following up with our Mongolian 

coworkers.

Doug is hoping that travel to Mon-

golia will reopen this year. The covid 

crisis is abating now, and airlines are be-

ginning to fly again, but fuel prices and 

the Russia-Ukraine War have brought 

instability to travel once again. We have 

a teaching module scheduled for the end 

of April, and Doug is monitoring poten-

tial flights and entry requirements, but 

he and the Mongolian leaders suspect 

that April might be too soon to try to 

travel. We are prepared to teach via 

Zoom again, if necessary.

NEPAL

Doug will be assisting Tom Carr, a 

Tri-M missionary, in May 2022 as he 

seeks to establish an ongoing minis-

try in Nepal. Doug will be teaching 

alongside his Tri-M colleague for three 

weeks. This will not exactly be the 

half-time schedule we had envisioned 

for 2022, but we see God’s hand in it so 

we rejoice in the opportunity to serve 

Jesus with Tom to develop training in 

Nepal.

SOUTH SUDANESE 

REFUGEES

We still hear of struggles as South 

Sudanese refugees remain displaced 

from their family lands and homes. We 

have heard from many of our trained 

church leaders that they are making 

great inroads into giving many refugees 

hope in the midst of ongoing hardship. 

They are establishing churches that are 

ministering to those with the greatest 

needs and have been encouraged by 

your sacrificial gifts in their behalf. 

They are moving forward in amazing 

ways! Currently, they have set up tem-

porary schools in their church meeting 

places and established centers for un-

wed or abandoned mothers, especially 

those with infants.  Your giving has 

stimulated these brethren to realize 

that God has not abandoned them and 

that they can also give to each other 

and be used by Jesus.

They have also communicated 

with me that some are holding special 

prayer times for the Ukrainian peo-

ple fleeing their homes because of the 

war.  They know that the Holy Spirit 

can give the Ukrainians hope in their 

difficult situation because He has given 

them hope in their own devastation. 

As always, thank you for standing 

with us in prayer and financial assis-

tance over these years. “To God be the 

glory, great things He has done!”

South Sudan School


