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“. . . having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the Word in Asia . . . they attempted  

to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them” (Acts 16:6–7).

Yes, even the Apostle 

Paul had restrictions and 

possibly something like 

“Quarantine” in the midst 

of serving Christ and encouraging 

the brethren! Four brief verses (Acts 

16:6–9) speak of Paul heading in one 

direction, only to be STOPPED by the 

Holy Spirit from preaching the gospel 

in Asia, and again STOPPED from 

entering Bithynia (northwest modern 

Turkey). Those verses feel so much 

more significant and emotional to us 

after being grounded for almost a year-

and-a-half from travel to teach overseas. 

We have sought to be as faithful as 

Paul was in not giving up in spite of the 

restrictions. God has used you and your 

generous hearts to assist many of our 

overseas co-workers in desperate life-

and-death situations brought on by the 

global pandemic. Thank you for loving 

Jesus and His work here on earth and 

serving in such generous ways.

We have not exactly received a 

21st-century “Macedonian call,” but as 

we considered these trying times and 

limitations, our overseas co-workers 

have made it clear that they greatly de-

sire us to stand with them as they seek 

to reestablish the training programs 

that were halted during the lock-downs 

and COVID restrictions. Praise God 

that He knew this was coming and had 

local teachers already in place, who had 

already taught alongside Doug during 

pre-COVID days in every venue where 

we had been involved in East Africa 

and Mongolia. As you already know, as 

soon as the internal travel and group 

meeting restrictions were lifted, each 

venue was able to re-start the training 

with their local teachers and leaders.

 

EAST AFRICA IN AUGUST 

(LORD WILLING!) 

The East African modules have all 

started this year with new flexibility  

and adaptation as each country goes  

through the uncertainty of the 

COVID crisis, but each site has local 

teachers to keep the training going, 

even without Doug.

Doug has tickets and plans, Lord 

willing, to travel during most of Au-

gust to Uganda to teach in two venues 

and to consult with the Bukeeka Evan-

gelical School of Theology (B.E.S.T.) 

there in the writing of documents to 

secure Ugandan government approval 

for the school to train pastors. Doug 

has been working on these documents 

for the past year in an effort to help 

B.E.S.T. leaders present the kind of 

documentation that will hopefully en-

sure the school’s official standing in the 

country. The project consists of several 

hundred pages thus far and is nearing 

presentation of a draft to the staff at 

B.E.S.T. for their input and editing. 

We hope that if Doug can travel as 

planned, he will be able to include time 

for face-to-face discussion and input 

so that the B.E.S.T. Board will then 

be able to begin the submission pro-

cess. (B.E.S.T. grew out of the training 

program that Doug and Pastor Robert 
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Sityo began some years ago.) 

Doug also plans to travel up 

country in Uganda to a new South 

Sudanese refugee camp to assist in 

the launch of a training program by 

overseer Moses, that will include new 

South Sudanese tribal groups that 

have not yet been introduced to the 

Tri-M modular training model.

MONGOLIA IN MAY & 

SEPTEMBER (LORD WILLING!)

As mentioned in past letters, we are 

waiting to have the stay-at-home 

restrictions lifted in Mongolia before 

calling students together for another 

teaching module. Training has been 

postponed three times due to the gov-

ernment lock-downs and stay-at-home 

orders during past three months. These 

students have only two training weeks 

left before completing the curriculum 

and will become the fourth graduating 

group of Tri-M Mongolia. We have 

been hoping to Zoom into the class 

one last time (inset) and are praying 

that the airport will be open by the 

end of September so that Cheryl and 

I can be present for the final teaching 

sessions and graduation ceremony of 

this group. 

As each group graduates and 

begins ministering in their respective 

communities, more and more church 

leaders are requesting to join this 

type of training themselves. We have 

purchased our airline tickets in faith 

and are trusting God to direct in all of 

this. Please join us in prayer for these 

overseas travel plans!

MAY AND JULY 2021

Lord willing, Cheryl and I will also be 

traveling “up north” from our Texas  

home to report to our supporting 

churches—a trip that has been delayed 

for a full year. We hope to see many 

of you and rejoice over the way God’s 

grace has been evident throughout 

these difficult times. We plan to be 

in Pennsylvania and Maryland later 

this month before traveling through 

Wisconsin, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, and possibly Massachu-

setts in July and August, unless the 

Lord returns first. Many miles, but 

we are excited about the possibility of 

meeting face to face with as many of 

you as possible.


