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“I thank my God every time I remember you” (Philippians 1:3).

I

N THIS time of Thanksgiving,
we give thanks to God for so many
things, not the least of which is
the work of God in each of you as
you grow in your relationship with
Him and serve Him in His local body. Like
God, you have extended undeserved favor
upon us, and again we say, “Thank you!”
I T’S A LR E A DY BE E N A Y E A R !

In fact, it’s been just over a year since
EBM collapsed, and you, our supporters, rallied to see that God’s
work through TRI-M Africa and the
Boisverts would continue! It was a very
full 12 months, and we were able to visit
many of our supporting churches while
still traveling and teaching overseas on
our regular Tri-M schedule. Praise the
Lord, and our thanks to you!
We have not heard any new details
about the closure of EBM. When and if
we do, we will pass them on to you. We do
praise God for the 15 years we beneﬁted
from serving with EBM. If you would like
answers to speciﬁc questions, please feel
free to call us directly at 765-398-0342,
and we will try to help. Please note the
change of our home phone number.
Under Founder and Director Dr. David Haag, Tri-M has moved ahead and
is in the process of incorporating the
ministry’s name and program. We hope
to finalize our policies and documents
at the 2013 Tri-M annual meeting
this January. This will help assure that
Tri-M’s name will be protected and its
focus to continue serving God and our
brethren worldwide will be sharpened.

Grace Global Ministries (GGM) in
Ohio has wonderfully assisted us to be
able to carry out our ministry. We will
stay with this mission board and continue to benefit from their handling of the
difficult, yet necessary, responsibilities
that Cheryl and I share. The transition
from EBM to GGM has been a smooth
one, and GGM personnel have been so
very helpful in freeing us up to teach and
minister as God has called us. Please continue sending our support to GGM.

sessions being organized in Morobo, South
Sudan; however, pastors and church leaders
who are serious about having in-depth Bible
studies available have often lacked training
materials. It was exciting to see them respond to the notes and concentrated teaching during the week of classes. This trip will
assist them in developing curriculum and
evaluating which courses Sudanese leaders
should begin teaching between our visits.

MY NEXT TRIP

I (Doug) will travel to Africa again on November 28 and return on December 12.
Often, after being gone for weeks at
a time, as I ﬁrst walk through the door of
our home church, I am asked “So when
are you leaving next?” While that’s not the
most welcoming question, it does bring warm
thoughts of the way in which our churches
participate in God’s ministry through us.
On my next trip, I will be joining
and co-teaching with Rwandan Pastor
Emmanuel in South Sudan. It has been
a number of years since we’ve been able to
teach together. The exciting thing about
this is seeing the African men becoming involved in other training sites. They
often beneﬁt from seeing what God is doing in other tribes and countries, but it
means they must also learn to teach crossculturally. We believe this will provide a
better network of trainers to multiply resources a little “closer to home.”
Last June, there were 63 students attending the Tri-M teaching module. Many of
them also attend the local monthly training

Faithful Students in South Sudan

Thanks to a generous gift to the ministry, Doug will be bringing a new laptop
computer for the Sudanese leaders to use
in translating our notes into the tribal language. (They had already translated two
courses Doug taught in June, but were unable to ﬁnd anyone capable of preparing it
for printing without major mistakes.) The
laptop will allow them to translate text directly into a document for printing. They
have also requested a solar panel that
could charge and power the laptop. They
do have a generator, but the fuel is very expensive. If anyone knows speciﬁc information about such a panel, we would love to
hear about it, since it’s beyond our expertise. (Please do not send Web links only.)
Thanks in advance!

Two Very Diﬀerent Views of Mount Kilimanjaro
“ T H E R E R E A LLY I S N O
K I LI M A N JA R O!”

by Cheryl Boisvert
S WE traveled on what would become
our 11-hour “Cuddle” bus ride from
Arusha to Morogoro, we happened to pass
by Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest peak
in Africa—or shall I say, we passed by what
was said to be Kilimanjaro. Couldn’t prove
it by me! I could see only clouds and what
might have been small foothills. At other
times, we have seen what looked to be a ﬂat,
gray mist—much like what can be seen on
a morning at the ocean. Was the bus really
taking us to the ocean? In fact, every time I
have been by that alleged mountain, she was
unwilling to show herself to me! That is, if
she really exists at all! Nothing I have actually seen would indicate that a mountain
of her size is even there. Doug and I have
passed billboards displaying her picture,
and we have bought tea bags and bottles of
water with her picture on the labels. Is it all
a ruse?! People we trust—local people and
Matt from our church—all say that she
is there. In fact, Matt hiked all the way to
the top once, even after his guard had succumbed to altitude sickness. So Matt says,
or at least he believes, it is real. I guess that’s
OK for them.
Thirty years ago, a woman in Wisconsin
showed me a pressed ﬂower from her family’s stay in East Africa. She claimed that her
12-year old son climbed Kilimanjaro and
brought back the edelweiss blossom from
the climb. She was quite moved by the whole
thing. But maybe there is another explana-

A

tion, even though she was convinced. Perhaps she was mistaken and really meant the
Matterhorn—on a trip to the Alps!
Despite the testimonies of those who
seem to believe in Kilimanjaro’s existence, her majesty, and her rock-solid presence, I had nothing empirical by which to
conclude that there really was a Kilimanjaro.
But I kept looking (and hoping) that it really
was as others had said, because they seemed
so convinced.
Then one day, as we were ﬂying from
Kilimanjaro to Uganda, I gazed down
on Mount Meru, where we had taught a
module. (I had seen Meru from our guest
house, so I knew that she was there, but I
had always hoped to see her from a diﬀerent perspective.) Then suddenly, to the east
of Meru, I happened to glimpse the snowcapped crest of another mountain gleaming
in the sun. It looked like a snowy island in a
sea of cumulous clouds. Well, what do you
know? It seemed that all the time, there really
was a Kilimanjaro!
It occurred to me that we often treat
God in the same way. We hear tell of His
power, glory, goodness, and love, but remain skeptical until He reveals Himself to
us. But we must really want to know Him for
that to happen. He said,
“For I know the plans that I have for
you, plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future.
Then you will call upon me and come and
pray to me, and I will listen to you. You
will seek me and ﬁnd me when you seek me
with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:11–13).

God oﬀers us a give-and-take relationship with the Maker of mountains—if only
we are willing to look for it. Kilimanjaro was
wonderful to see, but she can do nothing
more for me. But God? Now a relationship
with Him is just plain awesome!
So yes, there really is a Kilimanjaro.
Better yet, there really is the God who made
her and wants you to know Him!
THANKING GOD FOR

• You, our partners in God’s work through
Tri-M Africa
• Our faithful African partners in training.
We have learned a lot from them!
• The ability to see God’s persistent and
loving hand in the lives of our family
A S K I N G PR AY E R F O R

• Developing vision and curriculum with
the Sudanese on December’s trip
• Pastor Emmanuel, as he teaches with
Doug, that God would expand his vision
for training throughout East Africa
• Strategic meeting on December’s trip with
African trainers from three countries
discussing training approaches both
locally and cooperatively
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