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“The Lord delights in those who fear Him, who put their hope in His unfailing love” (Psalm 147:11).

S O U T H S U DA N E S E R E F U G E E S

We praise God that things are starting
to open back up for the South Sudanese refugees in the Ugandan and Congolese UN camps. Your generous gifts
(totaling over $13,000), from churches
and individuals, have been used greatly
by the Lord to sustain many refugees in
desperate situations. They are beginning to emerge with greater hope and
desire to plant small gardens of their
own and set up trading “kiosks” both
inside and outside the camps.
Your most recent donations have
largely been used to assist unwed
mothers and widows with young children, who have very little. This has
been a partnership between Tri-M and
local Sudanese churches that have surrounded these mothers and mothersto-be with love and provided safety and
a sense of belonging to a community,
enabling them to establish meaningful
lives for themselves and their children.
During the lock-down (and especially
in the camps) these unwed mothers
were urged by local officials to abort
their babies. However, church families have opened their homes to these
ladies, giving them the alternative to

keep their babies and establish secure
homes for them (see James 1:27).
The ladies have been creative in
starting their own “kitchen gardens,”
starting various plants in cloth bags
filled with dirt. In so doing, some have
been successful in gradually enriching
once-depleted soil around their leanto sleeping huts. Others have either
begged soil from property owners outside the camps or dared to cross the
border into South Sudan to bring back
fertile soil for their “cloth pots.”
Borders have not opened for international travel yet, but within the
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country church leaders are already
planning to restart the training for pastors traveling into the two largest refugee camps in Uganda.
M O N G O LI A T R A I N I N G

At the end of September, the Mongolian church leaders were able to
gather for a week-long teaching
modu le . O u r Mongol i a n Tr i-M
coworkers each taught a course, bringing me (Doug) into the class to teach a
third course virtually. We intermittently
lost our Internet connection throughout the three-and-a-half-hours of teaching each day, but we all made do. I even
got to interact with the entire classroom
of students with in-class projects and
review their previous assignments. Of
course it was all done through a translator. It was also great to see the students
continue to network with each other as
they spent the week together face to face.
So far Mongolia has been very careful to keep its borders closed and have
yet to publicly report any COVID
deaths. This policy allows free travel
within Mongolia itself. Leaders have
already scheduled the next teaching module for the end of February

2021. The new group (their fifth) has
been waiting to start the training as
the fourth group is almost finished.
The only concern is starting the new
group with Doug teaching on-line
without the benefit of an established
personal relationship with the new
students. It does seem unlikely Mongolia will open to foreigners any time
soon. We are praying for a COVID
vaccine by April and that international travel can be restored by then.

barriers that would limit its effectiveness, not the least of which is establishing personal, face to face relationships
with new students. It is so easy to just
watch a “talking head” on a computer
screen. With little or no interaction, optimum learning is often compromised.
Even if we could overcome the Internet hurtle, on-line-only teaching
would severely limit our ability to
personally assist in developing local
leadership. “Not being there” can also
suggest, even subconsciously, that local

TO ZOOM OR NOT TO ZOOM?

As we have mentioned in previous
communications, every teaching site
we were involved with prior to January
2020 had already enlisted local leaders
to teach in their training programs before COVID hit. This allows every venue to resume training as soon as their
respective countries open up for travel
within their own borders. Due to poor
Internet service, none of the East African venues are able to bring Doug in virtually to teach alongside their local leaders, however, some programs have audio
training tapes from Doug to coach local teachers through teaching the more
advanced courses, and they seem to be
helping for the time being. We are planning to do some virtual on-line teaching
in Mongolia in 2021 if necessary.
So the big question is: Should we
continue teaching on-line on a regular
basis where possible—like in Mongolia? It certainly would save airfare costs!
However, this last Mongolian teaching
module did show the weaknesses of virtual teaching, particularly for our targeted groups. Even if it were possible to
“Zoom” in East Africa, there are other
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leadership teachers are unnecessary as
long as they can bring in others virtually. Thus consistent on-line teaching
would reduce the emphasis on local
teachers. Both in and out of the classroom, Tri-M missionaries and adjunct
teachers have always had great opportunity to get to know the local leaders
face to face and to personally encourage
and challenge them in what they are
doing—and could do—adding to their
training. On-line-only teaching would
eliminate much of the fellowship and
networking benefits that are inherent
in face-to-face teaching modules.
These are the main reasons Tri-M has
always looked to go on site (“Mobile”—
the first of Tri-M’s three M’s) in the first

place. To be clear, on-line teaching is a
Godsend during this unprecedented
health crisis, but it will be tolerated for
only so long. After COVID is behind us,
Lord willing, we expect on-line teaching
to focus only on a specific, limited target
group. We are praying for sensitivity to
God’s direction in resuming our normal travel schedule to teach in person
whenever and wherever He might lead.
C O N TAC T W I T H S U PP O R T E R S

We have had opportunity to join the
“Zoom” prayer meetings and Bible
studies of various supporting churches.
As more and more states permit limited
travel, we are beginning to schedule visits to report on Jesus’ ministry through
Tri-M and the Boisverts. Please join us in
praying to be wise and careful to follow
individual state requirements for these
trips “up North” for Christ’s testimony.
As mentioned in previous Updates, feel
free to share any prayer burdens. We
know many have lost loved ones or are
facing difficult times and tensions. This
is not the first time God’s people have
faced unexpected challenges, and He
has seen them through by His grace.
We count it a privilege to bring your
burdens before God’s throne of grace.
As always, thank you for your prayer
and financial support!
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